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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Wednesday 4 May 2022
PORT SUNLIGHT VILLAGE SET TO WELCOME RETURN OF EVENTS DURING 2022
Port Sunlight Village Trust and Unilever join
forces with BTR Liverpool for established race event
Road race forms part of wider programme across the year
Public events are once again returning to picturesque Port Sunlight in Wirral following a three-year break due to the global pandemic.

The exciting 2022 programme includes the Port Sunlight Road Race, which takes place on Sunday 12 June.
Other events include a celebration to mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee; a national museums conference to the vision of independent museums recovering from the challenges of the pandemic; and the 100th anniversary of the Lady Lever Art Gallery. More details will be announced later.
The ninth Port Sunlight Road Race is organised and delivered by independent race organiser BTR Liverpool in conjunction with Port Sunlight Village Trust (PSVT). Unilever is supporting the event as headline sponsor for the seventh consecutive year.
First staged in 2012, the event is now established as the most significant event in the Port Sunlight calendar and is popular on the region’s running circuit, attracting thousands of visitors to the village either as runners or spectators. However, the event was last staged in 2019 due to the pandemic.
This year’s event has been officially launched by Paul Harris, Chief Executive of Port Sunlight Village Trust; Cameron Jones, Head of Unilever Port Sunlight; and Alan Rothwell, BTR Liverpool Race Director. The trio met in Port Sunlight to exclusively reveal the event medals for 2022.
Port Sunlight Road Race features 5K and 10K race distances, as well as a 1K Fun Run for youngsters aged 12 and under. Due to popular demand in recent years, runners can also register for a dual challenge to complete both the 5K and 10K races and earn an extra medal to mark their 15K achievement.
The 5K takes runners along the tree-lined boulevards and perfectly manicured gardens of the historic village. The 10K follows two laps of the 5K route. The races start and finish at the village green next to Port Sunlight Museum.

Port Sunlight Village Trust (PSVT) is an independent charity and custodian of Port Sunlight, an exemplar worker village created to support the wellbeing and productivity of the Lever Brothers soap works employees and their families. As custodian, PSVT works with important stakeholders to protect the heritage, ensure a great quality of life for people, and promote understanding of Port Sunlight’s global value and relevance.
Paul Harris, Chief Executive of Port Sunlight Village Trust (PSVT), commented:
 

“Port Sunlight played an important role in improving many people’s health and wellbeing during the succession of national and local lockdowns. Our beautiful village became a safe haven, a space for people to really enjoy the outdoors and appreciate the wide open spaces on their doorstep. So we are delighted to be hosting the Port Sunlight Road Race after a three-year break.
“The race is always a highlight in our Summer events calendar, and we can’t wait for the village to be filled with thousands of runners and spectators. Port Sunlight Road Race is a wonderful example of our village working together to make this such a successful event year on year, from the residents and village businesses to Unilever Port Sunlight sponsoring the event.”
Developed between 1888 and 1938, Port Sunlight represents a unique and innovative response to the industrial paternalism traditions that emerged in Europe and the Americas in the 18th Century.
Unilever today continues to have world class manufacturing, R&D and IT facilities based in Port Sunlight. Unilever’s brands – including Persil, Dove, Tresemme, Radox, Comfort and Surf – can be found in 98% of households in the UK.
Cameron Jones, Head of Unilever Port Sunlight, added:
“Unilever is delighted to sponsor the Port Sunlight Road Race for the seventh year. At Unilever we believe physical and mental health, wellbeing, and inclusion are all crucial contributors to good health. Supporting the race in our historic home is a fantastic way to show our commitment, while also showcasing the village to visitors. Good luck to everyone taking part – including the 100 runners from Unilever Port Sunlight.”

BTR Liverpool is the leading independent organisation for creating, managing and delivering headline running events across Liverpool City Region. Its extensive portfolio covers various distances across different terrains, all with an ongoing commitment to sustainability. The BTR event calendar also includes the BTR Tour Of Merseyside, BTR Liverpool Skyline Half Marathon, BTR Mersey Tunnel 10K, and BTR Liverpool Santa Dash.

BTR Liverpool Race Director Alan Rothwell commented:

“We’re already counting down the weeks until we can host the Port Sunlight Road Race 2022. The unique event is set in one of the most stunning backdrops you’ll find not only in the region, but in the country. We work closely with Port Sunlight Village Trust and Unilever to make the event a success, and we must extend our thanks to local residents for their ongoing support.
“We’re also excited to reveal this year’s medals – something which always proves popular with runners as they eagerly await a glimpse of the bling they’ll earn on the day. We look forward to seeing everyone back in Port Sunlight on Sunday 12 June for another great event.”
Entries for the Port Sunlight Road Race are open online, visit https://www.btrliverpool.com/port-sunlight-event
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About Port Sunlight and Port Sunlight Village Trust (PSVT):
Port Sunlight is the UK’s finest example of an industrial worker village and early Garden City planning. The founder William Lever changed industry’s attitudes to ordinary workers. He also helped to create a healthier nation by encouraging and promoting washing and good hygiene practices.
PSVT is a charity, private landlord, and custodian of this incredible place. Our vision is to make “Port Sunlight, an inspiring place to live, work and visit”. You will find us maintaining the village’s public art, increasing biodiversity, working with residents to care for their Grade II Listed homes, promoting wellbeing and community cohesion, and educating, inspiring and entertaining people of all ages through our museum, learning programmes, and events. Our work and decisions are underpinned by our values – creativity, passion, knowledge, integrity, respect, and participation, and a total commitment to equity, diversity and inclusion, and environmental sustainability.
www.portsunlightvillage.com 
About BTR Liverpool:
BTR Liverpool is the leading independent organisation for creating, managing and delivering headline running events in Liverpool City Region. The team stage a number of headline events annually, which continue to develop and grow year on year.
Established in 2006, BTR Liverpool prides itself on the quality and delivery of its events; its strong links with the running community; and engagement with local charities. Its event portfolio includes the Liverpool Skyline Half Marathon; Liverpool Santa Dash; Mersey Tunnel 10K; Port Sunlight 10K and 5K; 52-mile Tour Of Merseyside; Run For The 97 5K; and If You Know Your History 5K.
BTR Liverpool Race Director Alan Rothwell has been part of the running community since he began racing as a teenager, which developed into race organising over 20 years ago. Alan’s own personal achievements include finishing 42 Marathons in a 25-year period – including running the London Marathon 22 times; the New York Marathon six times; as well as the Liverpool and Stockholm Marathons.
BTR RUNNING EVENTS 2022:
· Sat 21 May:



Run For The 97 5K / 1 Mile Fun Run
· Sun 12 June:



Port Sunlight Road Race

(10K / 5K / 1K Fun Run)

· Sun 26 June – Sat 2 July:

BTR Tour Of Merseyside (52 miles)
· Wed 13 July:



Medal Muddle 5K
· Sun 11 September:


BTR Mersey Tunnel 10K
· Sun 9 October:


If You Know Your History 5K
· Sun 16 October:


BTR Wirral 10K

· Sun 4 December:


BTR Liverpool Santa Dash

(5K / 1K Mini Dash)

· Sun 12 December:


Grinch 5K
BTR RUNNING EVENTS 2023:

· Sat 26 March:


BTR Liverpool Skyline Half Marathon
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